INTERNET HELP WITH GENEALOGY

GENUKI

Every Parish has a page at Genuki so go to www.genuki.org.uk and there you will find what records are available for that parish and links to helpful sources of information. This should always be your first stop. Cornwall is best of course, thanks to Ian Argall who works so hard on it!

ONLINE PARISH CLERKS

This is a list of Volunteers who keep the details of a Parish or Parishes and will do look-ups for others.  http://cornwall-opc.org/index.htm There are links to other OPC schemes. At present nearly every Parish in Cornwall has a volunteer. You will also find theC-PROP database here.  Again it is an entirely free volunteer transcription of Cornwall Parish registers which is in it’s infancy at present but promises to be an awesome resource when finished
FREECEN

This is a worldwide project to put all the census details on line for free.  Cornwall is finished 1841 through 1891 but take a look at  www.freecen.org.uk where you can search all counties on line or for just Cornwall (and you can download a whole parish into a spreadsheet for sorting) thanks to Michael McCormick the Cornwall co-ordinator. http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~kayhin/cocp.html   

FREEBMD

Another volunteer transcription site, which lists Births, Marriages and Deaths from 1837 onwards for England and Wales.  www.freebmd.org.uk 

CORNWALL FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

We have our own website and Members “Helping Hands” Mailing List and all can be found at www.cornwallfhs.com  The CFHS database is the best in the country and can be accessed on line at www.familyhistoryonline.net  You can search for free but a modest charge is made for detailed downloads.

LOCAL

If you are researching in this area you can always ask me as I do a reconstruction of the following Parishes from 1891 back to the start of registers (late 16th century).  This is an ongoing project so do not expect miracles.  Some are further back than others and some are just starting to be entered into the database.  It is a giant family tree for St Breock, Egloshayle, St Kew, St Mabyn, St Tudy, St Wenn, Withiel, St Issey, Little Petherick, Padstow, St Merryn, St Ervan, St Eval, St Mawgan, St Columb Major, St Columb Minor and Newlyn East.  susanold@btinternet.com 

Wadebridge Library has all the Fiche from CRO for the local area so you can search the registers for yourself right on the spot.

Malcolm Mc McCarthy has a giant database of transcribed documents.  The index is available on line on the Cornwall OPC site.  Most of the documents are for the area around the Camel Estuary and are wills, land indentures etc for the 17th and 18th century.  Volunteers are transcribing them and indexing the names they contain.  They are very useful for family details and Malcolm will let you have copies free. Taclowcoth@aol.com 

ROOTSWEB

The most helpful area I have found is The Cornish Genealogy List at Rootsweb.com.  This is an Email list that you can join either for individual Emails or in Digest form.  There are, at present, over 800 members worldwide and the only subject is genealogy with its roots in Cornwall.  It is really helpful and free. Here is how you join:

Send an Email with NO SUBJECT and NO SIGNATURE to CORNISH-GEN-request@rootsweb.com and the message should consist of one word SUBSCRIBE.  Then lurk for a while and see what goes on.  You will usually receive at least one digest per day and I have yet to find a day when there was nothing useful! If you are researching outside Cornwall there is a Rootsweb list for each area. Just launch your browser and go to www.rootsweb.com.  There are also Surname lists.  If you want to see what you have missed there is an archive.

INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGICAL INDEX

The IGI is free but not comprehensive and is worldwide.  This takes you to the search page www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search Be careful to check that it is an entry extracted from a register and remember that it is a transcription index and you must always check the original source as transcribers can make mistakes and indexes are just that.  They do not have all the details contained in the original source.

BRITISH GENEALOGY FORUM

This is a free on-line forum where you can ask questions on Genealogy.  Try it out and see what you think www.british-genealogy.com/forums/ 

A2A ACCESS TO ARCHIVES

This is a catalogue of the Document Archives for England and Wales and has a search facility.  You need to pay to get the documents though. www.a2a.org.uk There is also www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline both are well worth looking through the indexes which are free.

SCOTLAND GENEALOGY

For Scotland you need the free one www.talkingscot.com/forum and the expensive one www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk  The latter has all the censuses and parish registers for Scotland, but it is costly and the only way other than going to the record offices or libraries in Scotland. 

REST OF THE WORLD

Best to use Cyndi’s List www.cyndislist.com, which is a huge catalogue of genealogy sites to visit.

IF ALL ELSE FAILS!

If all else fails type the name you want with born after it, all in inverted commas, into Google and follow the hits.  

