St Thomas a Becket Chape

ishop Brantingham’s Register records that in 1377 a
licence was granted by the Bishop to Richard juyl “to have
divine offices celebrated In his presence by a duly aualified
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e-use of the chapel alter the Rr:fwnuthi has undoubtably contributed to

Its survival into the modern period. A serles of repalr works undertaken
during the 20th century has almed to conserve the building for future generations.
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"he ci'up;.-i Wrtains a fine 14th century Decorated east window: this Is a

mmpnra’@c]:,r rare survival as many eamples in Cormwall were replaced
during expansion pf churches in the 15th century. A finely moulded piscina (bowl

for washing the communion vessels) is located In the south wall nearer the aitar
and next Lo It three seats, or sedilia, for the dergy. Small souare holes lintelled with
stones visible In the internal and external walls are putlog holes, used to support
scaffolding beams when the chapel was bullt. When construction was completed
these would have been infilled with rubble and p&lncd.mﬂ. The, holes seen
today have become re-exposed through erosion of the masonry:

The chapel itseif s bullt above a crypt or undercroft with a ribbed fvaulted) roof
This area Is accessed from a doorway below the chapel porch and s it by small
openings at ground level on the south side. Early llustrations show the chapd had
a rool covering of slates. The apex of the east gable, above the altar, probably once
supported a finkal cross. It s likely that the rool structure comprised principal roof
trusses with arch-braced timbers, the usual pattern found In Cornish churches.

pricst in the chapel of St Thomas the Martyr ™. St Thomas® was one of
several chantry chapels supported by church guilds within Bodmin.
During the reign of Edward VI the idea of Purg,;llﬂ}_';.' was denounced;
chantries were dissolved and their endowments selzed by the Crown.
The adjacent parish church was one of two churches supported by St
Petroc’s Priory; the Priory church was demolished during the
Reformation In the 1530s (remains of this church are visible on the
opposite side of the road).

A watter-colour drawing made by oMl B Swete In 1780. The hal-ipped roof at the
western end s ey o be a post-medioval alugilion. The windows appear to have been partially

\
blocked upy; note the tracery shown in the head 'Ol the west window

{Copyright reserwd Repeodieced by coursery of the Bival fination of Cormewll, Trure, ref IS 21

An engraving, by James Forguson, published by Sir John Macican in 1873, Within 2
century the walls and rool of the chapel had become engulfed in vegetation. The windows in
the south wall, shown partially blocked by Swete, contain simple Y pattern racery, probably ’
added when the bullding was In wse as a school | /

{Reprosaced by cosirtesy of the Renad Tastination of Cormmall, Tharo)

. fier the Reformation the former chapel was converted to 3 Grammar
& School {a list of schoolmasters employed here commenced In 1550) and
remained so untl the carly 19th century. The undencroft remained in use as a
d’aﬁdhnu:hﬂtprhhdudmﬂmbaﬂyulqnhc'ﬂumm*m
the | 8th century .
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’mehwﬂﬂm“@m 3 T el A W AR have been grant assisted by English Heritage.
dhiring this time: tracery In 3 window,head In the soith wall was ‘4 ' ' '
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A section through the chaped M-demm
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